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Grace and peace to the Chapel family,

I have noticed a growth in the number of Blue Christmas  
worship services being offered locally. A Blue Christmas worship 
service is designed for people who, for a number of personal 
reasons, find the holiday season to be emotionally and spiritu-
ally difficult. In contrast to all the traditionally upbeat and joyful 
greetings, festivities, music, and overall atmosphere, their losses, 
heartaches, and struggles become more pointed and poignant.

It is important to remember that Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, and 
Christmas arise out of suffering, oppression, and poverty. They 
are celebrations of God’s faithfulness to and deliverance of God’s 
people through whatever hardships they have had to endure.

So to those who find the holiday season difficult, take heart in 
the faith and trust that God is with us in our struggles more 
powerfully than at other times. Embrace your pain and fear and 
place it all in the hands of God, who has guided and carried 
generations through the wilderness of their souls while people 
around them seem so happy and content.

Take comfort in the family and friends who know and under-
stand you, and who reach out with compassion and empathy. 
And know that you are not alone, else why would so many 
churches offer Blue Christmas worship services.

Dick McCaughey, Pastor May the story of the first Christmas be a reminder 
that we are blessed in every season by the light of 

God’s love. Jesus said: ”I am the Light of the world; 
he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, 

but will have the Light of life.” John 8:12

The Chapel Christmas 
Candlelight Service will be 

Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m.

Please check the website for weather cancellation.

The Worship Committee invites you to share the Christmas spirit 
by using the enclosed stamped postcard to keep in touch with some-
one this holiday season. You might just brighten someone’s Blue 
Christmas. If you need an idea as to who needs a little Big Moose 
cheer, please contact the Chapel’s “Sunshine” person, Judy Bean at 
eaglebaybean1@gmail.com or 315-735-9633.

Enjoy a special story for the Christmas season from 
the Rev. Dr. Richard McCaughey on the Chapel website.

www.BigMooseChapel.org


